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“One that was introduced within months 
after we came out with the Altair, that got 
a lot of splash... is the Sphere machine.  

That would have been the only machine at 
that time that I know of that we considered 
any kind of competitor.” 

Ed Roberts, 1995 
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“Nobody ever saw an operating unit. ... I've 
heard that nobody ever saw a production 
version of [the Sphere].” 

Ed Roberts, 1995 
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Program Development System (PDS)

• Full-screen editor 

• Mini-assembler 

• Debugger 

• 16-bit multiply/divide routines  

• Text <=> Numeric conversion routines
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“To those of us who knew and loved Mike 
Wise… he was gravity and we all were 

drawn to his genius and enthusiasm.”





Resources & emulator              https://sphere.computer 

Sign up for updates        https://sphere.computer/updates 

Ben Zotto 

Twitter: @bzotto  

Email: bzotto@gmail.com



A note on the imagery 

Images illustrating this live presentation were drawn from the below 
sources. Some origins are unknown. This limited-resolution downloadable 
copy of the presentation deck is provided only as an academic 
convenience for viewers of the recorded presentation, and does not 
confer rights in any of the imagery. Please do not reproduce or share 
without permission. Get in touch with me (bzotto@gmail.com) if you have 
questions. Thank you. 

Sources: Ben Zotto, Sphere Corporation, the Wise Family, BYTE Magazine, 
Santo Nucifora, Richard Mason, BYU, Florida Inst of Tech, Michael Holley, 
Bitsavers.org, Radio-Electronics Magazine, A-Systems Inc., San Francisco 
History Center at San Francisco Public Library, The Computer History Museum, 
ROM Magazine, David Larsen, Digibarn, Popular Electronics Magazine. 

 




